										                  

CHECKLIST FOR CHOOSING CHILD CARE	                   

�Center 

# 1�Center 

# 2�Center 

# 3��LICENSES AND ACCREDITATION:	

                                                                                                            

1.        Is the center licensed by the Department of Public 

    Welfare? This is the minimal requirement for child 

    care centers and does not necessarily indicate a high-

           quality program. Again, ask to see the certificate.���



��

2.       Is the center licensed by the state Department of 

   Education? If so, the center is meeting stricter 

   requirements for staff qualifications and curriculum 

   than the Department of Public Welfare requires. Ask to 

   see the certificate.

���



��

3. Is the center accredited by the National Academy 

    of Early Childhood Programs? If so, ask to see the 

   certificate. This is a voluntary certificate and a 

   good indication that the program is of high quality.

   It means that, in addition to meeting state licensing 

   standards, the center has met national standards for 

   staff qualifications, group sizes, staff-child interactions,

   curriculum, health & safety, nutrition and administration.

���







��

CHILD CARE STAFF QUALIFICATIONS:



   Is each classroom headed by a certified teacher, 

   preferably with a background in Child Development  or 

   Early Childhood Education?  Ask if the teaching 

  certificates are on display. Well qualified & educated

  staff are essential for a good-quality program.

���









��

STAFF-CHILD INTERACTIONS

Watch the staff interact with the children. These interactions

        are THE most important factor in evaluating quality:

	 

���



��1.    Do they remain close to the children or do they seem 

       detached and supervise the children from a distance?�����Do they speak quietly and gently to the children, or  do they use 

      harsh or loud voices?�����Do they bend down to talk to the children at eye level?

 �����









GROUP SIZES:�Center

# 1�Center

# 2�Center

# 3��

1.   Do class sizes exceed these recommended levels?�����

          - infants…………….6-8 children���

��

          - 2-3 year olds……10-12 children���

��

          -4-5 year olds…….16-20 children���

��

2.    Are these recommended staff-child ratios provided?�����

          - infants …………… 1 staff - 3-4 infants �����      

          -2-3 years………….. 1 staff -5-6 children�����      

         -4-5 years………..… 1 staff - 8-10 children �����

�����PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT: 



Is there an outdoor PLAYGROUND at the center, or at least within 

      close walking distance? �����

      Is it well equipped?�����

      Is all of the equipment safe-looking and in good condition?�����

      Do the children go outside every day?�����

2.   Is the center clean?�����

Do the staff wash their hands before feeding a child, and after diapering  

      a child?     �����

4.   Is the changing table disinfected after each child?�����

5.   Are the CLASSROOMS cheerful and inviting?�����

6.   Is children’s artwork displayed, or is there mostly commercial art 

      decorating the rooms?  (A child-centered program will tend to use 

      children’s work more than commercial art for decoration.)�����

7.  Are visual displays at the children’s eye level?�����

8.  Do the rooms contain the following materials in well-defined areas?�����

DRAMATIC PLAY CORNER:    - dress-up clothes, mirror, play furniture (sink, stove, refrigerator), dishes, empty food containers, cradles, dolls, small table and chairs.  Is it neatly and invitingly arranged?���

               ��





PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT- continued

�Center

# 1�Center

# 2�Center 

# 3��BLOCK AREA:   Small wooden blocks in a variety of shapes, of sufficient number to accommodate 3-4 builders at a time; large hollow plastic or wooden blocks; doll house frames; plastic or wooden people and animals.  (This is a very expensive set of materials and often an area that centers may skimp on or omit entirely.)�����BOOKS:  In good condition, with attractive pictures, displayed so that children can see the covers; with a soft reading area nearby.�����GAMES & PUZZLES:  Look for a variety of activities to encourage development of fine-motor skills; within children’s reach for independent choice; near tables or rugs for use.�����ART MATERIAL:   Are there crayons, colored markers, paper, blunt-edge scissors within the children’s reach?�����

- are there easels for painting?�����

    - are there tables with sand or water in them? �����9.  Is there a TELEVISION?   Beware!  Ask how often it is used, and what programs the children are allowed to watch.

�����PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN:

1.  Do the children look happy?�����2.  Are  all areas of a child’s development (cognitive, social, emotional, physical) stressed equally in program planning?  “Academic” programs often stress cognitive development to the detriment of the other areas.�����3.  Are lesson plans prepared for each day?  Are plans posted for parents to see?�����Are parents welcome to drop in at any time?  If not, cross that center off your list!!!

�����5.  Ask what discipline procedures are used.  There should be no physical punishment, or use of methods that shame, humiliate or frighten a child.  Listen for this in the answer:  emphasis should be on establishing clear and consistent rules and routines, firm explanation of expectations, re-direction when needed, and time-out only for very brief periods (no more than a few minutes) and only for the most severe transgressions (hurting another child, destroying school property).�����6.  Are children allowed to choose many of their activities?  Or is the program mainly teacher-directed?  (Tip-off - most of the classroom materials should be stored on low shelves within reach of the children).���

               ��



















PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN - continued

�Center 

#1�Center

#2�Center

#3��TUITION & FEES



TUITION:  For your child’s schedule (try to get comparable rates from all centers - daily, monthly, etc.)�����PLUS ADDITIONAL FEES:



�����- Separate charge for meals?

�����- Overtime charge (time beyond regular schedule)? 

�����- Late pick-up charge?

�����- Insurance fee?                                                                                 

�����TOTAL COST FOR FIRST MONTH:  

              �����FINAL THOUGHTS……………



     How do you feel about each center you have observed?  How do you think your child will like “living” there each day?  If you have “a good feeling” about a center, and “a bad feeling” about another, you may be wise to trust those instincts and select accordingly.

 

�����

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:  This checklist is based on standards established the National Academy of Early Childhood Programs,, the PA Dept. of Education, and the PA Dept. of Public Welfare.  It also reflects the viewpoint of Riverview Children’s Center on quality child care.



ABOUT RIVERVIEW CHILDREN’S CENTER:



	Riverview Children’s Center is a model child are center and private school located on the banks of the Allegheny River in Verona.  In 1987, it became the first child care center in Western Pennsylvania to become accredited by the National Academy of Early Childhood Programs.  Since then, its staff have assisted other child care centers through the accreditation process as part of the center’s commitment to quality child care.

	Riverview Children’s Center enrolls about 100 - 130 children and offers the following programs:

Morning Preschool

Full- day Programs for Infants, Toddlers, Preschool & Pre-Kdg. & Kindergarten

Afterschool Programs 6-10 year olds

Summer day camp for 6-10 year olds



The Center is located in its own building, convenient to Allegheny River Boulevard, a major artery into downtown Pittsburgh.  Its spacious grounds include a large, well-equipped playground, outdoor picnic shelter and wooded riverfront property for hiking, and nature activities.  It is a non-profit organization, and offers scholarships to low and moderate income families for children enrolled in the full day programs.
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